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ST PATRICK’S DAY 
Motion 

HON DR BRIAN WALKER (East Metropolitan) [11.02 am] — without notice: Members will all be sick of my 
voice, I am sure, but I move — 

Noting that today is St Patrick’s Day, this house encourages all those celebrating to enthusiastically 
embrace the pot at the end of the rainbow. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: You are very keen, minister, but I give the call to Hon Dr Brian Walker. 
Hon Dr BRIAN WALKER: I will keep it very short, thank you, Acting President. I will make a short contribution. 
This motion is intended to allow fellow members around the chamber to wish our Irish friends, be they here in 
Western Australia, at home in the Emerald Isle or part of the greater diaspora, a very happy and healthy St Patrick’s Day. 
I want to take a moment or two to embrace my own pot at the end of the rainbow, and I acknowledge that expression 
will mean different things to different people. I was recently fortunate enough to touch base with Gino Kenny, TD, 
one of the five People Before Profit members currently sitting in the Irish Parliament, and to learn a little more 
about the process his party is going through almost in parallel with those of us here in Legalise Cannabis WA to 
introduce private members’ legislation that would pave the way for legalised access to cannabis across our respective 
communities. It says a lot about the positive reach of technology that elected representatives from either side of the 
globe can effortlessly connect and share ideas and information. I have set myself something of a goal to ensure that 
we are not disparate campaigners, lone voices, but rather part of a wider, supportive, global network of campaigners 
seeking to change the way in which cannabis is viewed and legislated. I wish Mr Kenny and his colleagues every 
success in their own efforts and will watch them with interest. If a country as traditionally conservative as Ireland 
has reached a point at which it can openly debate the potential for cannabis legislation, I say to members that we 
should all be looking to imitate St Patrick to drive the snake oil salesmen, who represent the modern prohibitionist 
tendency, off our respective islands. 
More generally, though, I want to recognise the great contribution that Ireland and her people have made to the world 
at large and to Australia in particular. We would not be where we are today without them, nor would our political 
systems have developed as they have without a solid dose of Irish common sense, not to mention resistance in our 
early years. I wish all those who are celebrating St Patrick’s Day today the very best now and into the future. Embrace 
the pot at the end of your own rainbow, whatever form that may take. Continue to hope, to laugh and to love as 
the Irish have done throughout the centuries. To my friend Gino Kenny, I say this: tiocfaidh ár lá, my friend. Our 
day will come. 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Regional Development) [11.05 am]: On behalf 
of the government, I say that we embrace the motion and its positive sentiment. Of course, as someone of Irish 
extraction, that has particular significance to me. I also contribute on behalf of the other people with strong Irish 
heritage on our team, particularly Hon Stephen Dawson and our President, Hon Alanna Clohesy. I think everyone 
else has probably got a bit of Irish in them and maybe they will get up and talk about it. But of course, it is important 
that I defend the honour of our born and bred Irishman, Hon Stephen Dawson, the Minister for Medical Research. 
It was alleged earlier in the chamber that the minister did not have responsibility for the Western Australian Future 
Health Research and Innovation Fund. On 8 February 2022, an Executive Council minute was passed whereby the 
administration of that legislation, except for part 3, did in fact transfer to the Minister for Medical Research. I am 
sure Hon Martin Aldridge would like to have that made clear. 
No doubt the Irish in many ways have contributed to Australian society. I think that their very vexed experience 
of colonisation and then the exigencies of the potato famine saw a vast number of Irish people come to Australia, 
including Western Australia, their presence being very formative for the development of some of the strong civil 
and political institutions that have made Australia an exceptional country. It is quite interesting looking at the very 
early multiculturalism debates that went on—when for many people from the major culture, the British Isles, these 
people were “Romanised terrorists”—and at some of the early language from the 1840s and 1850s and see how 
120 years later or so, that was reflected in some of the commentary on later streams of immigration. That early 
development of a bit of a multiculturalism was probably positive also in the development of the notions of union 
representation, justice and then a strong concept of universal suffrage and a society with a strong culture focusing 
on equality of opportunity, investment in schools and hospitals, and providing a social safety net. We would like to 
think that was a strong contribution, as well as, obviously, a contribution to the literary and cultural side of Australia.  
Like Hon Brian Walker, over the years I have established strong relationships with many members of both the 
Irish Dáil and the Parliament as it is from time to time in the north. That includes—this has become quite respectable 
these days—representatives from Sinn Féin who now have quite a role in the Republic of Ireland. The structure of 
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the Irish Parliament certainly represents a lot of voices. It has been interesting to watch the evolution and finally 
see Ireland move beyond where it was in terms of the treaty and from its view in 1922 and the tribal attachment 
that drove the success or failure of its political parties. It is great to see Ireland becoming a thoroughly modern 
nation focused on modern concerns. It is also extraordinary that for many years Ireland was led by a person of 
Polish descent. 
We will all look forward to celebrating and having a drink in the bar afterwards in time-honoured Irish tradition. 
I hope all members will have a magnificent St Patrick’s Day and celebrate those who are Irish and those in the rest 
of the community who would like to be Irish. 
HON JACKIE JARVIS (South West) [11.11 am]: I am hiding behind the Minister for Regional Development! 
I stand today because my father hails from County Clare on the west coast of Ireland. He unfortunately suffers 
from advanced dementia so he may not know that today is St Patrick’s Day, but I am sure he will have some good 
friends turn up to see him in Busselton with a small nip of Jameson whiskey or a can of Guinness, which last year 
led to the nursing home ringing me and asking for permission, and I said, “Of course! It should be compulsory!” 
I, too, want to acknowledge the influence of the Irish in not only Australia, but also the United Kingdom. In the 1950s, 
my father and three brothers and one sister—they obviously came from a good Irish Catholic family—made their 
way to London. They made a significant contribution to the construction industry in London as unskilled labourers. 
My father and his brothers probably also made a significant contribution to the reputation of the fighting Irish in 
London pubs, but we will let that one slide. My father was then the only one of his eight siblings to venture afield 
and come to Australia in the 1970s to join the wave of Irish immigrants who came in at that time as unskilled 
labourers. My father spent much of the 1970s and 1980s in regional Western Australia. This was long before the days 
of fly-in fly-out. He would often be away for weeks at a time. There are probably very few wheatbelt towns that 
he has not worked in. It was a matter of great pride that we could drive through the wheatbelt and he could point out 
the grain silos that he had helped construct. Similarly, he spent time in Dampier, Newman and Pannawonica in the 
construction industry, helping to build those first mine sites and workers’ villages. He worked as an unskilled labourer 
until his 60s, and I am incredibly proud of him. 
We are obviously seeing a new wave of Irish immigrants. I do not think the wave of Irish immigrants has stopped 
since Western Australia was first settled by Europeans. We would be hard pressed to go into any hospital or major 
medical facility in Western Australia and not find an Irish-speaking doctor, nurse or specialist. I think that is due 
partly to the fact that in the 1980s, the Irish economy had the reputation of being the Celtic tiger. 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas: And also into the 1990s. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: The 1980s and 1990s, absolutely. 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas: I went there in the 1990s and it was still a vibrant community. Everybody from England 
was trying to get back to Ireland. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: Yes. It was amazing. That was perhaps due in no small part to Ireland encouraging 
international investment. I know from the experience of my own family that that was the first time Ireland had 
a generation of people who did not have to go overseas to get work. It had a generation in which both husbands and 
wives could get well-paid jobs in Ireland, and that meant that they could encourage their children to go to university. 
I have 36 cousins on my father’s side. As I said, they are good Irish Catholics. My father married an Englishwoman, 
so there are only two Englishwomen in my family. I would say that the vast majority of my cousins were the first 
of their generation to go to university. That is because the Irish economy was able to support people to go on to 
tertiary education. That is unlike what happened with people in my father’s generation, when the norm for young 
people was to leave home at the age of 16 and make their way in the world. I am incredibly grateful that my father 
chose to come to Australia. He certainly told me that Australia was the lucky country, and he lived by that every 
day. I hope that someone is with him right now giving him a Jameson; I am sure there would be. 
I want to acknowledge the contribution of all Irish immigrants and thank Hon Dr Brian Walker for bringing this 
motion to the house. Thank you. 
HON JAMES HAYWARD (South West) [11.15 am]: I would like to make a contribution to the debate on this 
motion and talk about the proverbial pot of gold at the end of the rainbow, which means something different to 
everyone. In light of today being St Patrick’s Day, I would like to focus on what that meant for a group of six Irish 
convicts who had been sent to Fremantle Prison in 1868. For those Fenian political prisoners, Thomas Darragh, 
Martin Hogan, Michael Harrington, Thomas Hassett and Robert Cranston, the pot of gold was simply their freedom. 
Their dramatic escape on the sailing ship Catalpa—although some would call it a rescue—was undoubtedly one of 
the world’s most daring prison breaks ever. That was undertaken right here in Western Australia, and it has become 
a very important part of our rich history. 
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What happened was that John Boyle O’Reilly, who had previously escaped remand, was living in the United States. 
He raised a heap of money and bought a merchant ship that he sailed from the United States to Bunbury, where 
they got supplies. They then went up the coast to Rockingham and sent a boat ashore and rescued these guys after 
they had served eight years as political prisoners under British rule. They then sailed back to the United States. It 
is an amazing escape story. 
This story was commemorated over the weekend with a game of Gaelic football played between Bunbury Gaelic 
Football Club and Rockingham — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: It is Gaelic, not garlic. 
Hon JAMES HAYWARD: Gaelic; thank you very much, minister. It was played by Na Fianna Catalpa Gaelic 
Football Club in Bunbury, the very port city at which the Catalpa had docked to commence its rescue operation 
146 years ago. The Bunbury Gaels won the game. It is a superb example of how Irish culture is still being celebrated 
across our state. Thank you. 
HON LORNA HARPER (East Metropolitan) [11.18 am]: With a name like Harper, I could not sit here quietly. 
For the record, to make it very clear for people who do not quite get the accent, I was born and bred in Scotland. 
A lot of people think I am Irish, but, no, I am Scottish. I am also lucky enough to be living in Australia, which is 
one of the best countries in the world and has provided so much to so many. I also have very strong Irish roots. 
My grandfather was born in Ireland, my grannie’s father is from Ireland, and my other grandfather is from Ireland. 
I can trace my roots back to many a place in Ireland. I can trace my roots back to Protestant Ireland. I can trace my 
roots back to Catholic Ireland. That would be a good reason that today I have a Scottish accent. 
Although we talk about Ireland, we are also talking mainly about the Republic of Ireland. That other part of Ireland 
is still part of the United Kingdom. They talk about Great Britain and Ireland. No, it is not. It is Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. There is a whole area of Ireland that is separated. We talk about the Troubles. A lot of people 
here in Australia do not quite seem to understand the Troubles. They saw the bombs and the tanks, but what they 
do not see is that the division in religion is actually across Scotland and Ireland. The difference in Scotland is that 
we have segregated schools and we use sticks and stones; there were no bombs or tanks or soldiers in our streets. 
But these things are still happening today, and that is something that we should also reflect on when we think of 
St Patrick’s Day—that we have in Ireland a country that is divided, not only by a border but also by religion. I raise 
that because these things are starting to happen again. We are starting to see more violence arise in the north of 
Ireland as people object to the peace process that has been going on for 20 or 30 years now. Having known people 
with family members who have died in Ireland because of the Troubles it is, again, a day of reflection.  
Our pot of gold is very lucky; we are lucky to be standing here and speaking on behalf of other people. My ancestors 
on both sides made the decision to leave—not because of famine, because politically there was no famine, but 
because of religion. We are lucky to live in a country where your religion should not matter. It does, unfortunately, 
for people of the Muslim faith; they are basically not so lucky. They do not have that pot of gold yet, but hopefully, 
as a country, we will move towards that pot. Our pot of gold is the fact that we are able to stand here today freely 
and talk about things such as religion, looking forward to the future, how we can use cannabinoid oil and hemp 
and other things in our society, and how lucky we are. Along with many other blessings given today: while you slide 
down the bannister of life, I just hope the splinters are all facing the other way! Thank you. 
HON DR STEVE THOMAS (South West — Leader of the Opposition) [11.22 am]: I was not going to make 
a contribution to the debate on this motion, but given the interest in Irish economics in particular I thought it might 
be worth making a couple of quick comments because there are obviously lessons for all of us as part of the process.  
I went to Ireland in the late 1990s, at a time when the boom was still occurring. I have to say, just on a personal note, 
that a friend and I went on what we might call a gentlemen’s drinking tour of Ireland. We took three and a half weeks 
and hired a car and effectively did a lap of the island; like true Aussies, we did a bog lap! We started in Dublin and 
finished in Dublin. We went south and spent probably a week in Waterford, which is a magnificent city. We went 
all the way across to Galway and up into the north of Ireland. The Troubles were continuing at the time; members 
might remember the Omagh bombing, and we were there within a year of that bombing.  
For those who do not know, there used to be an organisation called Young Farmers. We had hosted many, many 
Irish exchangees, and we went to visit them in Ireland. At one of the places we visited, we walked into the house 
and there was a picture of the person of the house with Bill Clinton. Bill Clinton had visited not long after the Omagh 
bombing. We said, “Oh, that’s a pretty impressive photograph.” There were some great tensions, north and south, 
but wherever we went, as soon as they found out we were Australian, we were embraced. Even when it is, let us 
say, at war with itself, Australians’ links with Ireland are always very strong. 
I want to make a quick comment in relation to the economics of Ireland. When I was there in the 1990s, the Irish 
economy was booming and England’s was stagnant. But we have to be careful; some of the underpinnings of the 
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Irish economy were not realistic. One of the things that was happening was that the Irish government had invested 
a massive amount of money in a housing and construction program. It was enormous, so builders were flooding 
back in from England et cetera and massive numbers of houses were being built, to the point that houses were 
being built that they could not fill. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: It was bizarre. I went there in 2011, my father’s anniversary, and the tiniest little 
towns had these empty ghost towns of half-completed buildings. 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Yes. It was a program that all but bankrupted the government of Ireland; they built 
all these houses that no-one could fill. The inevitable happened; it became obvious that there were no occupants 
for social housing that was constructed to be sold in the private sector. I think they were expecting the reverse 
equivalent of the diaspora of Ireland—all the Irish-Americans and Irish-Australians and all the other countries where 
Irish people form a massive component of the population. My own component of Irish ancestry is very small; we 
are a very mixed breed, the Thomases! Good crossbreeds flourish, shall we say! 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Let us stop there and not go any further! There is just a lesson to be learnt: that we 
need to be very careful. When we go out there and start assuming that we will just use government economies for 
economic growth without understanding the underpinnings of it, we can potentially do more damage than good. 
The Irish experiment, if you will, in the 1990s, was a very good example of that. It is a good bit of history to have 
a look at for people who serve in Parliaments around the world. 
Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders.  
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